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We have recently received the very good news that the Friends
bid for funding for the restoration of the Lily Pond has received
stage 1 approval from Community Spaces. We now have a con-
siderable amount of work to do before submitting for stage 2
approval, including arranging an ecological survey and deter-
mining from Greenwich Council whether planning permission is
required and submitting an application if so. We are confident
of eventual success.
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The turn of the year is always a time for looking back as well as for
looking forward. Thanks to the work of The Digging Dad's Army
Project, our colleagues from Geophysics Company Archaeo-
physica, Birkbeck College and most importantly, the memories of
the local community around Eaglesfield Park, this New Year we are
able to look back somewhat further than just one year. This is be-
cause the work we have been undertaking in and around Eagles-
field has begun to fill in some blank spaces in the history of, what
we all know is one of the hidden jewels of south east London.

In particular we are now fairly sure that in the late 18th and early
19th century the south east corner of Eaglesfield was once part of
an extensive pleasure garden belonging to The Bull Inn and in-
cluded avenues of trees and even a Summer House. It is tempting
to imagine our own Lizzie Bennett and Mr Darcy having a quiet as-
signation on a Summers evening. We have also found evidence of
the Victorian occupation on Eaglesfield where the current Park was
used as a market garden. In connection with this it is possible that
the crop mark which runs north south across the Park on the east-
ern side, below the play area, marks the line of a hedge of fence
connected with the farming activity.

Moving into the 20th Century we uncovered the platform and
mounting ring for a World War One Anti Aircraft Gun, put in place in
late 1915 as a defence against Zeppelin raids. We know from
documents it was in action throughout the war and was part of one
of the first integrated air defence systems in the World. We also
found a delightful piece of trench art, the head of a woman cut from
a French coin during World War One. We don't know how it came
to be in Eaglesfield. It may be a keepsake from someone who
served in France or perhaps a gift to a loved one at home. Either
way there is only one other known and that was found in

France. You can see it on our Project Blog

[ http//:diggingdadsarmy.blogspot.com ].




Moving on to the second World War the work in July and November identified
trenches back filled with sand bags which might be air raid shelters trenches,
or possibly relate to Anti Invasion Stop Line B which ran across Shooters Hill .
from south to north. We now also think that Eaglesfield was defended as part
of the Stop Line particularly as the line of Eaglesfield Road, where it drops
steeply to Eaglesfield Meadow, makes a perfect natural Tank Trap.

We have much more to find out and we hope to continue the work in 2010,
particularly as it is the 70th anniversary of the Home Guard and the start of
the Blitz. We also hope to continue to meet and share that work with the local
people. The response from the local community, including the Neighbour-
hood Watch, has been one of the real pleasures of working on this Project for
myself and the Team. While the one case of Anti Social Behavior we had,
some petty vandalism on the site in July, was dealt with quickly and courte-
ously by the Safer Neighbourhoods Team from Shooters Hill.

Rod Scott recordinga WW2 slit ~ The gun emplacement in it's final excavated state
trench

Look out for an improved display of bulbs around the park this Spring when we
hope that the thousands of bulbs we planted in the winter of 2008-2009 will have
become better established and will show us some gratitude!



We have a new e-mail address for commu-
nicating with the Friends:

foepsel8@hotmail.com
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The harsh winter conditions experienced over re-
cent weeks are likely to have quite an impact
upon our local bird populations. The frozen
ground and arctic conditions will have meant that
food has been in short supply, and there has
never been a more important time to do your bit
to support our local wildlife.

The RSPB offers a wealth of advice and guidance
on what to feed our wild birds and when, but to
get you off to a good start why not try making a
simple feeder and bird cake. Here’s how......

Stuff you need

Carefully make a small hole in the bottom of a yoghurt pot. Thread string through
the hole and tie a knot on the inside. Leave enough string so that you can tie the
pot to a tree or your bird table.

Allow the lard to warm up to room temperature, but don’t melt it. Then cut it up into
small pieces and put it in the mixing bowl.

Add the other ingredients to the bowl and mix them together with your finger tips.
Keep adding the seed/raisin/cheese mixture and squidging it until the fat holds it all
together.

Fill your yoghurt pots with bird cake mixture and put them in the fridge to set for an
hour or so.

Hang your speedy bird cakes from trees or your bird table. Watch for greenfinches,
tits and possibly even great spotted woodpeckers.

Source: http://www.rspb.org.uk/youth/makeanddo/activities/birdcake.asp?mode=adults




