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Did you know there is a pond in Eaglesfield Park? When consulting with park users earlier 
in the summer, FOEP members we were surprised to find how many people weren’t aware 
that tucked away at the back of the park one does indeed exist.  
The old ‘Lily Pond, as it’s known locally, had for many years been a much loved focal 
point of the park, full of water and home for numerous ducks and other wildlife. During a 
clear out some years ago the lining of the pond was damaged, the water emptied out and it 
gradually declined into its current sad state, empty, overgrown and a magnet for rubbish.  
 
What are the plans? 
Bringing the pond back to life was top of the list of priorities for action to improve the park 
identified by local residents when FOEP was first established 3 years ago. FOEP last sum-
mer attracted the interest of local Councillors to the plight of the pond and a new consor-
tium of FOEP, Greenwich Council Parks and Open Spaces team and UK environmental and 
wildlife charities, Groundwork UK and Froglife was formed to develop new plans and 
again seek funding to restore the pond. 
With the support of Froglife a proposal was brought forward which puts creating wildlife 
spaces and increasing biodiversity for the whole community to enjoy at the heart of the 
pond restoration plans 
The proposal has three main areas: 
1. Restore Eaglesfield pond to a good quality wildlife habitat for a whole host of plants 

and animals such as dragonflies, beetle and butterflies, frogs and toads, hedgehogs 
and bats. 

2. Create an educational outdoor classroom for local children. 
3. Improve the terrestrial habitat by creating wildflower meadows and increasing places 

for wildlife to live and hibernate. 
4. Create a smaller wildlife pond in the adjacent field. 
If successful, the scheme will be a valuable asset for the local community, providing a focal 
point to the park where visitors can view, sit or walk around—taking in the water feature 
and its associated animals, providing an excellent educational resource for children and 
contributing to London wide and national plans to improve the environment 

Fantastic response from park users and residents 
Consultation on the proposals has been ongoing throughout June and July with information on the plans and how to feed 
back views appearing on the FOEP website, posted direct to over 200 local households, special assemblies being given by 
Groundwork in the local primary school with 500 children taking home information for parents.  
In June, FOEP joined forces with the popular ‘Digging Dads Army’ event in the park and talked through the proposals 
with over 200 people many of whom also joined guided tours of the park to be taken through on site, what the plans entail. 
The response of park users and local residents has been overwhelmingly enthusiastic and positive and with over 60 house-
holds returning written feedback.  
A renewed, wildlife pond is clearly something that will be widely welcomed as a real enhancement of this much loved 
park. 
 
What happens next? 
Suggestions and ideas put forward through the consultation will be looked at to see whether they can be worked into the 
project. With such a positive response, FOEP is now in a strong position to submit a bid for funding to the Lottery ‘People 
and Places’ in September 2009. Groundwork London is supporting the group through this process and if successful, work 
will start on the pond in Spring 2010, managed by Froglife with input from Greenwich Council, FOEP and the wider local 
community. If you want to get involved in whatever way or you would just like to know how plans are progressing please 
get in touch, we’ll be really pleased to hear from you. (See CONTACT US above). 
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This year’s RSPB Great Garden Bird Watch took place on a very cold but sunny day in 
January.  Members of the committee set out on the quest to survey the birds in the park 
for the second year running. The survey was undertaken during an hour long period, 
with a view to recording the maximum number of each type of bird seen during that 
time.  The cold did not deter the birds, and despite frozen fingers, we did manage to 
record the following results: 
1 crow 
1 Jay 
1 blackbird 
2 crows 
2 robins 
2 great tits 
3 magpies 
5 wood pigeons 
6 parakeets 
Not a traditional garden bird, the Parakeets featured highly in the audit.  Despite its 
more exotic origins, the Parakeet is now a common garden bird in these parts as the 
picture above shows – somewhat to the annoyance of the smaller birds such as the 
great tit on the left of the picture waiting its turn to get on to the bird feeder! 
The RSPB Bird Watch is now a regular event for the Friends’ Committee, and all are 
welcome to take part in future audits.  Anyone with an interest in being involved should 
contact the Committee via the website.  It is planned to chart the results of this audit to 
compare the information year on year to assess the impact of some of the initiatives the 
Group are involved upon local bird populations.  
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Greenwich Council have been instrumental in support-
ing the Friends Group to enhance the wildlife habitat 
within the Park.  A total of 8 nest boxes were donated 
by the Council, and with the help of FOEP Committee 
Members and the Council’s Arborist (who sited the 
boxes for us) spring brought with it some additional an-
ticipation – would the birds use the boxes? 
Careful consideration to the correct location for the 
boxes was undertaken.  It is important to ensure that 
the boxes face in the right direction to provide the right 
amount of light and warmth for chicks to survive. 
We are excited to report that 2 of the 8 boxes were definitely in use during the spring 
period.  Both boxes were occupied by families of Blue Tits who have now happily 
fledged.  The photograph shows an adult Blue Tit feeding the open mouth of one of its 
chicks in the days just before they fledged. 
Let’s hope next year sees even more use of these boxes.  This is a really excellent way 
to see how a small enhancement really can make a big difference.  Why not have a 
look to see if you can find the boxes so that you too can keep a look out next spring for 
new arrivals to the park?   
Thanks go to Greenwich Council for their support with this initiative. 
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Greenwich Council has installed a new rustic style 
bench in the park as part of the Green Chain Walk. 
Regrettably some ill-matching paint has had to be 
applied to obscure the efforts of some juvenile 
scribbler with a spray can. 
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Morning dog walkers are sure to be acquainted 
with our new visitor the ‘friendly fox’.  This sociable 
creature seems a little confused to his identity – 
dog or fox?  Lying in wait each morning for his 
doggy friends, he appears to enjoy nothing better 
than a game of chase around the trees.  From 
Staffordshire Bull Terriers to Cocker Spaniels, the 
friendly fox has no fear.  Let’s hope that he soon 
realizes that he is a fox, and starts to run away 
from rather than up to dogs and people! 
  
Anybody want to play? 
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In the Autumn of 2008 members of FoEP and other helpers planted around 8000 
bulbs in various locations in the park.  

The bulbs included crocus, nar-
cissi and bluebells which were 
supplied by Greenwich Council to 
whom  many thanks are due. 
Anyone visiting the park in the 
spring will have been pleased 
with the results of our efforts as a 
much improved display was in 
evidence. 
Perhaps by next year the bulbs 
will have become more estab-
lished and will provide an even 
better show. 
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Confirmed date for the 2009 AGM is 11th August at 7 .00 pm at Shrewsbury 
House.  
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We now have a website which is to be found at 
 
www.foep.org.uk 
 
We hope that this will become a standard means of communi-
cating information to members and to the wider public. We 
would like it to encourage people to take an interest in the 
park and to become members of FoEP.  
 
It you have any suggestions as to how it may be improved, 
please communicate your ideas to any committee member or 
to Peter Taverner by e-mail at peter.taverner@btinternet.com. 

 
 
 

To save on costs and materials, we would like to be able to 
supply members with the Newsletter by electronic means only; 
this would be by e-mail or via the website. If you would be 
happy to dispense with the printed copy, please let us know. 
An e-mail, confirming whether you would like an e-mail copy or 
will use the website link, to Peter Taverner at pe-
ter.taverner@btinternet.com  will be fine. In the latter case, we 
will send an e-mail to tell you when a new Newsletter is avail-
able. 
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FoEP is run by its management committee with some welcome assistance by other members. 
The committee is currently formed of six persons, four of whom have full-time jobs. With family 
and other commitments not enough time remains to give FoEP the attention it could benefit from 
and deserves. At the founding of FoEP it was envisaged, and received, a committee of nine per-
sons.  With subsequent events this has reduced to the six. We urgently need other members to 
put themselves forward to join the committee or to otherwise take an active role in FoEP. For ex-
ample, the production of articles and pictures for the newsletter would allow more editions to be 
produced, which has always been an aim of ours; events in the park need input and organisation; 
there are other bodies similar to ourselves with whom it would be productive to communicate but 
for which we do not have sufficient time. We also need new ideas to pursue which would be of 
benefit to the park and its users. 
 
If you feel you could help in any capacity however small please let us know; the AGM is coming 
shortly and that would be an excellent time to get involved. 


